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Abstract

This study aims to examine news framing in the treatment of the issues of
Palestinian popular resistance in the Palestinian daily newspapers. Using
quantitative and qualitative analysis, the study seeks to identify the extent to
which these newspapers show interest in Palestinian popular resistance
including its forms, methods, geographical scope, and main actors drawn upon
in dealing with the issues, in addition to clarifying the frames used in the
treatment of the causes, solutions, and results. The study also seeks to identify
the reference frameworks used by discourse producers in presenting their ideas
about the popular resistance and their most prominent strategies used to
demonstrate the accuracy of their views and impact of ideological political and
intellectual foundations for these newspapers in the production process of media
message. The researcher also aims identify points of difference and similarity in
the study's newspapers by drawing on the Agenda Setting and Framing theories.

This study belongs to the descriptive research and it used the survey
method in the framework of which the methods of content analysis, discourse
analysis and reciprocal relations were employed to systematically compare the
two newspapers. Study data were collected using two tools, namely: content
analysis form, and discourse analysis form.

The study analyzed two newspapers Al-Ayyam newspaper and Felesteen
newspaper and a systematic random sample was collected using the artificial
week technique over a period spanning from (November 1, 2011) to (November
31, 2012).

The study concluded that the issue of hunger strike by Palestinian
prisoners in Israeli jails is the most prominent issue in the study's newspapers.
This was followed by Israeli occupation attacks against the Palestinians, land
confiscation and the Apartheid wall, respectively. The issue of the Judaization
of Jerusalem ranked fifth in Al-Ayyam newspaper, while it ranked third in
Felesteen newspaper, followed by the issues of boycotting the Israeli occupation
and land confiscation issue.

The study results showed that the method of popular protests and
marches was most commonly used popular resistance method, then sit-ins, and
then popular confrontations. The method of global marches for Al-Quds was
ranked fourth for Felesteen newspaper, while it ranked eighth for Al-Ayyam
newspaper.

The results showed that the unknown came first in the sources used in
covering popular resistance issues, followed by local news agencies, which took
first place in the sources used by Al-Ayyam newspaper and ranked seventh in
Felesteen newspaper. The later newspaper depends primarily on unknown
sources, then its own sources.

The study data revealed an agreement between the two newspapers in
giving priority to the press sources in covering popular resistance issues, where
the news story rely on sources of press coverage of the issues of the Palestinian
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Popular Resistance, where the news story was the most frequently used form of
coverage. The results revealed bias in coverage in favor of the location of each
newspaper.

The study data found that there is an agreement between the two
newspapers in giving priority to the press sources in covering popular resistance
issues, where the news story rely on sources of press coverage of the issues of
the Palestinian Popular Resistance, where the news story was the most
frequently used form of coverage. The results revealed bias in coverage in favor
of the location of each newspaper.

The results of frame analysis reveal that the frame of conflict occupied
the first rank among the news frames for popular resistance, followed by
responsibility frame, human interest, and the frame of economic results,
respectively. For each frame, protests and popular conformation came first in
both newspapers. The frame of repression and arrests was ranked second in
Felesteen newspaper and third in Al-Ayyam newspaper, which put the frame of
Israeli racism second. The frame of Israeli occupation responsibility took the
highest percentage in the responsibility frames in the two newspapers, while the
frames of Palestinian parties' responsibility and the Palestinian Authority
responsibility occupied third and fourth ranks respectively. The frame of
international community responsibility was ranked second in both newspapers.

The study revealed that there is agreement between the two newspapers
in the order of priorities in relying on reference frameworks and strategies used
by discourse producers in presenting and supporting their ideas, where the
political references came to the fore, then historical and then humanitarian. As
for the strategies, the results showed that the strategy of arguments and logical
evidence came first, and the strategy of highlighting the gains of popular
resistance came second.

The study recommended that the Palestinian press work on presenting a
news message that deals with the issues of popular resistance not so much as a
seasonal matter but as a daily resistance act leading to a popular uprising against
the Israeli occupation. The study also recommends the necessity of isolating
political ideology when dealing with the Palestinian national issues, as well as
the need for article writers to present a journalistic discourse that urges the
ruling powers to adopt a political discourse that takes popular resistance from
the realm of media consumption to the level of putting forward strategies.
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